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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today is January 
17, 2002. The time is 1155 hours and this is Battalion 
Chief Frank Congiusta of the Safety Battalion of the 
New York City Fire Department. I'm conducting an 
interview with the following individual: 

Please state your name. Lieutenant Joseph 
Lowney. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Lieutenant Joseph 
Lowney is assigned to Ladder 47 of the New York City 
Fire Department. We're at the quarters of Ladder 47. 
This interview is regarding the events of September 11, 
2001. 

Q. If you would just in your words describe what 
happened that day. 

A. Well, we were relocated to Ladder 6. En 
route to Ladder 6 we were stopped by an unconscious 
Civilian in the street, and I don't recall the exact 
street. We stopped to aid the civilian. We rendered 
first aid to her, oxygen, and called for EMS. Then we 
were able to leave her and we headed towards Ladder 6's 
quarters. 

Once we got to Ladder 6's quarters, we 
received a ticket for a response for a building fire on 


Fulton Street at Broadway. I don't recall the 
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address. We responded to that building, arrived at 
that building, and were met by many injured civilians 
that were fleeing away from, I guess, the World Trade 
Center at that time. Some of the men were working on 
the people, helping them, and the rest of the crew 
started to examine the building for a fire. 

As we went through the building, there were 
even more occupants in the building that were seeking 
our help, and while we were searching that building for 
the alleged fire, the -- I guess it was the second 
building had collapsed at that point. At that point 
there was pretty much havoc in the streets. Everything 
went black and there were many people that needed 
assistance and we kind of basically just were rendering 
first aid to people. 

At that point we were unable to reach the 
Manhattan dispatcher via radio, so what we did was we 
broke into an office in the building that we were 
searching and we used the land line. We tried to call 
the Manhattan dispatcher via the land line and we were 
unable to reach them via phone as well. So we called 
the Bronx dispatcher and were able to contact them to 
let them Know that we were okay and what our status was 


and what we were doing. 
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At that point then, we continued to assist 
people, rendering first aid and assistance. They were 
looking for direction by us. At that point then, we 
worked towards the site of the collapse. 

As we got on the other side of Broadway, I'm 
not sure of the streets down there. Do you remember? 

A VOICE: (Inaudible. ) 

Q. Hold on one second. 

A. Okay. So when we got on the other side of 
Broadway, we worked our way down Barclay Street. As we 
got to West Street, we were met by an Engine Company 
stretching a line down West Street, and we were asked 
by some Chiefs to force entry into some buildings there 
so that they could use standpipes. We worked on that 
for a while and assisted in stretching lines down West 
Street, and I'm not sure of what the Engine Company was 
even at that point. 

There was a tower ladder that was parked in 
the street, I think on Barclay Street and West, but 
there was nobody on it, and we used that for radio 
communications. Actually, at that point we heard the 
dispatcher calling on the radio for any unit that was 
operating that was relocated. So I contacted the 


Manhattan dispatcher and told them that we were 
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operating at that point. 

From that point on, we were kind of ordered 
out of the collapse area because they were concerned 
about another building collapsing. I wasn't exactly 
sure at that time which one it was. 

We worked our way back towards the command 
post that was situated at Broadway and around Fulton, 
and from there, we had a rig, and we had to wait quite 
a while, but eventually the Chief had sent us down to 
the West Side Highway and Chambers Street, to the other 
command post, and at that point they just made us stand 
fast until, I guess, roughly around what? 

A VOICE: 7:00 o'clock, I guess? 

A. Yes, around 7:00 o'clock. At that point they 
had let us go down towards the site, and when we got to 
the collapse area, another Chief ordered us back out 
because we had been there all day and they didn't want 
our services at that point. So they told us to head 
back towards the command post by Chambers. 

At that point, that was late in the evening, 
I guess about 8:00 or 9:00 o'clock. Then they had 
released up from there and the Manhattan dispatcher had 
sent us back to the quarters of Ladder 6. 


Q. Okay. 
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A. That's about it. 

Q. Is there anything else? 

A. Well, while we were back at Chambers Street, 
we were triaged, I guess, from EMS. We had received 
some medical care. We were getting our eyes washed 
out. I think that's about it. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Okay. All 


right. Thank you. That concludes the interview. 


Thank you. 


